December 6, 2017
Ministry of Education
Inclusive Education
Attention: Shelaina Postings and Patricia Kovacs
PO Box 9887, STN PROV GOVT
Victoria BC
V8W 9H1
Shelaina.Postings@gov.bc.ca
Patricia.Kovacs@gov.bc.ca
Dear Ms. Postings and Ms. Kovacs:
RE: Draft Inclusive Education Plan
Thank you for meeting with us on November 21, 2017 to discuss the Ministry of
Education’s draft Inclusive Education Plan (the “Plan”). We are committed to inclusive
education and value the opportunity to participate in this process. Below please find
our initial feedback regarding the enclosed Plan:
Funding
School districts and the Ministry of Education will need to be resourced appropriately in
order to be able to implement the Plan. There is currently a disconnect between the
funding that government provides to school districts to support students with special
needs and the actual amount of money districts spend on special education as the
amount of money that districts spend on special education often exceeds the amount of
funding government provides to districts for special education.
Bargaining
We recommend that you review the Memorandum of Agreement re LOU No. 17 as it
contains language about inclusive education that can be incorporated into the Plan.
Data collection
The Plan addresses data collection. It is important to consider whether the data that is
being collected is meaningful. In addition, it would be helpful if, when possible, data
could be shared between different organizations that are involved in working with
children (e.g. Ministry of Education, Ministry of Children and Family Development,
caregivers, practitioners). There are privacy considerations with respect to informationsharing.

Consultation
During our meeting, you confirmed that the Ministry is consulting with BCSTA, BC CASE
(Counsel of Administrators of Special Education), FNESC, BCPVPA, BCCPAC, Métis
Nation BC, and FISA. We recommend consulting with BCASBO as business officials also
have an important role in supporting the work of inclusive education in schools.
Moreover, it is crucial to consult with BCTF and CUPE staff who have direct contact with
students in our schools. We also recommend consulting with the Association of BC
Deans of Education (ABCDE) as teacher training in universities can help equip teachers
to provide students with inclusive, personalized learning environments. Once the draft
Plan is made available for broader consultation, we would like to have sufficient time to
consult with boards of education about the draft Plan.
Scope of the Plan
It is unclear as to whether the Plan is focused on special education or whether it is
intended to capture all forms of diversity. It would be helpful if the wording of the Plan
clarified this matter. In addition, the Plan should recognize that all school district staff
(and not just teachers) play a role in inclusive education

We look forward to continuing to work with you on this important project.
Sincerely,

Gordon Swan

President

BC School Trustees Association
Encl.
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